SEYC LC 2007


WHAT IS YOUR VISION?

Proverbs 29:18 “Where there is no vision, the people perish:”

Before you depart from the Leadership Camp today, Boyce and Debra have extended to me the privilege of presenting “the final challenge” to you who are among our future Christian leaders.  I am honored to have this privilege because of who and what you are.  Usually, this opportunity has been handled by our beloved friend and spiritual warrior, Ranger Gary Horton, or perhaps Pastor Ron Adema.  Young people, I take this opportunity very seriously.  After I was assigned this responsibility, I began to pray to God for the message He wanted me to deliver to you this morning.  For days, no answer came, but I knew that it was only a matter of time – and the answer would come.  So I just patiently waited for Him to point me in the direction of the challenge He wanted me to extend to you.  The answer came when I was on my way to the radio station last Friday to do a “live” interview with Mr. Ed Ford regarding the RTP.  On the way to the station, I was listening to a “live” call-in radio program called “The Ugly Show,” and the host was interviewing a 33 year old man who calls himself “the Grand Poobah of Kickball.”  About four years ago, he was a college student, tending bar for a living, and after closing the bar on New Years Eve, he and two of his best friends went to his home to finish the night drinking and planning to do something big.  They decided that they would start a sports league around some game.  One guy want to start a fus-ball league, one wanted to start a kickball league, and the other guy was sure what he wanted.  It just so happened that the fus-ball guy died when he tripped over a park bench, and the guy who wasn’t sure what he wanted died in some sort of an accident.  That left only the guy who wanted to start the kickball league, his name Larry Betz, so in honor of his two friends, he sat down one night and wrote the rules for his kickball league.  It was established in 2004 and at the end of last year’s season they had 78 teams.  They have been written about in the Christian Science Monitor, a world-wide publication; Newsweek magazine; The Economist Magazine; and talked about on CBS.com, TV and radio.

They claim to be community minded.  They have collected and sent overseas 168 care packages to our military, collected over 400 packages valued at $4,000.00 for “Operation Iraqi Children, and raised over $25,000.00 for Hearts and Hooves through two kickball tournaments.  They collected 168 backpacks for children of the Joseph Pfeiffer Youth Ranch.  Larry Betz says that you can expect more community service and more kickball good deeds in the year 2007.

When I heard all this, God flew all over me as I as driving down the road, and the thought that went through my head was this – THERE IT IS; THERE’S MY MESSAGE – Proverbs 29:18:  “where there is no vision, the people perish.”  Three guys sitting around drinking on a New Year’s eve -- two of them now dead -- with a vision in their heads that has literally spread across the United States, and my immediate thought was why not challenge our young people to ask God the Father for ministry vision and watch what a God honoring young person committed to Jesus Christ and yielded to God the Holy Spirit can do that would further honor and glorify the God of Creation.  Young people, I challenge you to ask God for a ministry vision that you could lead in service for Him.  You don’t have to wait another day.  It can start today.  It can be carried on throughout the year, and by this time next year you could come back here with a testimony about what God has done through you as a young Christian whose life has been turned over to God to do whatever he leads you to do – and my question to each of you is simple.  Who among you is willing to ask God for ministry vision, and when it comes, launch out, letting Him guide you ever step of the way.

Let me define for you what I mean by “vision”:  I’m not talking about some “hocus-pocus” flop-on-the-floor, froth-at-the-mouth experience where you are supernaturally seeing things with your eyes and hearing things with your ears that others can’t see or hear.  I’m talking about a mature level of understanding in your minds that enables you to see that the world in which you walk everyday as a world that is submerged in evil and wickedness the likes of which no other generation in the history of the United States has experienced – and here you are, at a LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE.  Are you here this weekend as “a leader among other leaders,” or are you here this weekend as just another opportunity to get out of school for a day, get away from home and get away from your parents.  May God help you if you are here as a “leader among leaders,” but God help you if your here just to get out of school, get away from home and get away from your parents.  Young people, “WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, THE PEOPLE PERISH . . .

Let me give you some examples of ministry vision:

 1.
SEYC started 26 years ago in 1990.  Young people have attended this camp from Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, Louisiana, Texas, Ohio, Virginia, California, Arkansas and Iowa.  Exchange students from Germany and Russia have also attended.

Both SEYC AND SEYC LC have been carried on all these years because two people, Boyce and Debra Smith, picked up that vision and ran with it.

“WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, THE PEOPLE PERISH . . .

 2.
One church in Birmingham has numerous ministries associated with it.  It has . . .

Community Ministries 
The Salvation Army, ARC Program
Chalkville, youth facility for Girls
Drama Team (Watch the Lamb)
Vacca, youth facility for Boys
Nursing Home Ministry
Regional Ministries 
Puppet Ministry
Marriage Conference

Drama Team (Watch the lamb)

Youth Leadership Conference

(Crossroads) Junior Camp 

(SEYC) Teen Camp
National Ministries 
American Freedom Assembly (Gary Horton)
Wheelchair Sports (Jeanne Wilson)
Homeland (The Bridge Builders)
These ministries began after Pastor Ron Adema with his own vision for ministry beyond the four walls of his church taught others that they too could have ministry vision and now these various forms of ministry extend across the United States of America and have touched lives for Jesus Christ to the four corners of the earth.

Young people, “WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, THE PEOPLE PERISH . . .

3.
American Freedom Assembly
Gary has spoken in more than 8,000 high school and junior-high school assemblies across the United States since 1978.

This ministry began 28 years ago because one man, Gary Horton, had a vision for ministry to the young people of our country.

Young people, “WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, THE PEOPLE PERISH . . .

 4.
Crossword Bible Ministries, Inc. started as a conversation between two “sober” friends over dinner in December of 2004.  Buck Hoskin and Jeff Deloach decided to put a plan into action that would reach the general public for Christ.

This ministry began when two young men had a burning passion for people who need Jesus Christ as their Savior.

Young people, “WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, THE PEOPLE PERISH . . .

 5.
High School Bible Study:

This ministry began when a young high school student named Alex Deloach had a vision for the students of his own high school.

Young people, “WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, THE PEOPLE PERISH . . .

 6.
I could mention a multitude of others:  Chuck Farmer’s Evangelistic Ministries, Monty and Cheryl Watkins/AYC; Gene Cunningham/Arizona Camp and ministries to the Asian Pacific; Pete Stadler/Ohio Camp; someone with vision for a Florida Camp; someone with vision for a Pennsylvania Camp; Jody Brown, Glenhaven Youth Ranch and Village Missions International – just to name a few.

These ministries started and continue today, just because someone had a vision for ministry.

Young people, “WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, THE PEOPLE PERISH . . .

 7.
JABBM

· I, personally, have developed 5 Christian Corporations -- without legal assistance:

· Grace Tapes and Publications: 1973

· Organized BDCLR: 1975

· Organized BDC/Deaf:

· Organized JABBM/AWFR:

· I, personally, developed a Prison Ministry:  administrator 80+ years old

· God gave me vision to feed homeless people on the streets of Little Rock: 12,000 pounds/food per week for $75.00

· In 1977, God gave me vision to build our present church building.  I drew the plans, God provided the finances, God provided the workers, and we built a 10,000 sq. ft. building for $320,000.00 on 7.5 acres of land.

· Mindanao Vision (20 trips to Mindanao)

· Darryl Anderson: missionary on the field training Filipino pastors

· In 1993 I spoke at PBTS, Alex Ayop was a student.  Today, he’s a Filipino missionary to Papua New Guinea

· I personally have developed four web sites:  10,400 hits since January 1, 2007.

· Two “live” 30 minute radio programs, M-F.

· Streaming “live” audio on both stations:  using ChristianNetCast.com

· Streaming “live” video on both stations:  using ChurchQuest.com

· Streaming “live” audio and “live” video on my MNHBS: using CNC/CQ

· Streaming continuous sermons 24/7/365 over www.live365.com – 405 station visits: Canada, Saudia Arabia, Philippines – USA:  FL,NM,AR,CA,SC,MT, NC,GA,NY,CT,TX,MS,OH,MD,MI,KY

· Using a program called “FeedForAll” I have developed an RSS feed (Really Simple Syndication) to download podcasts over iTunes:  26 podcasts

· Vision for an On-line School of Practical Ministry:  7 students:  MI, Maumelle, Little Rock, Jacksonville, Philippines, India, Ireland

Over 30 years ago, I asked God to give me a man who was as excited about being a Christian and as hungry for God’s Word as I was.  One day I looked up and there were 25 men in my congregation with the gift of Pastor-Teacher, Teacher, and Evangelist.  God gave me vision to train these men, so I started a 2 year “School of Practical Ministry” and ran that school for two two-year cycles.  We have now established seven churches: Mt. Home, Arkansas; Dallas, Texas; Wrightsville, Arkansas; Jacksonville, Florida; and three churches in Little Rock besides Heart’s Journey, formerly, BDCLR.

All of this is as a result of asking God for mission’s ministry vision.  Lord you open the door, and I’ll go through it.

Young people, “WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, THE PEOPLE PERISH . . .

My challenge to you is for you to ask God the Father for ministry vision.  Here’s a promise for you to claim:  “Delight yourself in the Lord and he’ll give you the desires of your heart.”  Psalm 37:4

How many of you in here right now already have vision for ministry?

Now, in closing, I want to address those of you who are here today who Youth Directors in your local church or perhaps you are leaders of youth in whatever capacity you lead.  Be assured of the following truism:  Spiritual growth is a struggle between the old-man and new-man.  Spiritual growth toward spiritual maturity is painful, and until the youth under your ministry come to understand how to access their new-man, they will yield their spiritual lives UP TO the pain associated with spiritual growth, but they will NOT yield their lives to go through the pain, and as such, they will be losers in the spiritual battle, and they will justify their failure by comparing their spiritual lives with yours, and if you are not victorious over the world, the flesh, and the devil, you are a stumblingblock to those you profess to lead.  I challenge you to get rid of your addictions, whether they be tobacco, alcohol, or anything else.  I challenge you to clean-up your language.  If we are to become exactly like Jesus Christ in His humanity, and we are, I commit to you that Jesus didn’t use four letter words that refer to body functions; He didn’t use the four letter word that refers to sexual intercourse – and I am personally appalled at the number of young Christian girls who use that word.  And if He had had a “My Space Account,” He would have had no “friends” link to His My Space who linked this kind of language.  I challenge you to clean-up your act if necessary to do so.  To influence young people, we don’t have to swim with them in the cesspool of life.  We need to fly in the realm of the supernatural allowing the Holy Spirit of God to transform us into the likeness of Christ.  America’s youth need to come to you on your terms, not their own, and your terms need to be God’s terms.

I want to close this morning with two statements made last Sunday morning by my beloved Pastor, Rev. Ric Webb, and these two statements are applicable to you as Youth Leaders and young people today:

“They loved the glory they get from men rather than the glory they get from God.”

“You CAN live a counter-culture lifestyle.”

The choice is yours!  Which will it be?

Young people, “WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, THE PEOPLE PERISH . . .

Close in Prayer.

